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Abstract 

 

Ad fraud remains a pervasive challenge in the digital advertising industry, costing advertisers 
billions of dollars annually. The proliferation of automated bots, domain spoofing, ad 
stacking, and other sophisticated fraud techniques diminishes the effectiveness of advertising 
campaigns and erodes trust between advertisers and networks. This paper explores strategies 
for combating ad fraud, focusing on the critical role of integrating fraud management tools 
during the ad-serving process to ensure ads are delivered to genuine human traffic. By 
leveraging real-time monitoring, advanced algorithms, machine learning, and behavioral 
analysis, advertisers and networks can mitigate the impact of ad fraud, improve campaign 
performance, and safeguard their investments. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The digital advertising ecosystem has experienced exponential growth, driven by technological 
advancements and the proliferation of online platforms. However, this growth has been 
accompanied by a surge in ad fraud—malicious practices that manipulate digital advertising 
metrics to misrepresent the value of ad placements. Ad fraud cost advertisers $42 billion in 2019, 
with global losses projected to reach $100 billion by 2023 [1]. Additionally, 17% of all digital ad 
spend was estimated to be affected by fraudulent activities in 2018, and bots accounted for 40% 
of internet traffic in 2019 [2], [3]. 
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Figure 1. Estimated cost of digital ad fraud worldwide (Statista) 
 
Traditional methods of combating ad fraud, such as IP blacklisting and manual audits, have 
become increasingly inadequate against the growing sophistication of fraud techniques. A recent 
survey by Integral Ad Science found that around 38% of digital media professionals view rising 
levels of ad fraud as one of the primary challenges in programmatic advertising. This paper 
advocates for the integration of advanced fraud management tools directly into the ad-serving 
process—encompassing machine learning, behavioral analysis, and real-time data processing—
to ensure ads are delivered to authentic human users. We will examine the different forms of ad 
fraud, the latest advancements in fraud detection technologies, their integration into ad servers, 
and the associated benefits and challenges of these approaches. 

 
Figure 2. Leading Programmatic ad challenges according to US Digital Media Professionals 2020 

(emarketer) 
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II. UNDERSTANDING AD FRAUD 

Ad fraud manifests in several forms, each uniquely impacting digital advertising effectiveness: 
A. Click Fraud: Click fraud involves generating fake clicks on digital advertisements to 

deplete advertiser budgets and inflate click-through rates (CTR). This can be done using 
automated bots or human-operated click farms. For example, a bot network may 
repeatedly click on a display ad on a publisher’s site, making it appear that the ad is 
receiving significant engagement when, in reality, no genuine user interaction is 
occurring [4]. In 2019, click fraud accounted for nearly $23 billion in losses in mobile 
advertising alone, with mobile app fraud growing due to easier access to user data [5]. 
 

B. Impression Fraud: Impression fraud involves generating fake ad impressions to 
manipulate the number of views an ad receives. This type of fraud often uses methods 
like ad stacking, where multiple ads are layered on top of each other, and only the 
topmost ad is visible to users, yet all ads are counted as "viewed." Another method is 
domain spoofing, where low-quality websites disguise themselves as premium 
publishers, misleading advertisers into paying for high-value ad placements that do not 
exist [6]. According to White Ops and ANA, approximately 15% of all digital ad 
impressions were deemed invalid traffic (IVT) in 2019 [7]. 

 

Figure 3. Average share of global ad traffic that was invalid in 2019 by region (Statista) 
                                 

C. Conversion Fraud: Conversion fraud is a particularly damaging type of ad fraud that 
targets the final stage of the advertising funnel—conversions. Fraudsters use bots or fake 
users to complete actions like form submissions, sign-ups, or purchases, which directly 
impacts the return on investment (ROI) for advertisers. Conversion fraud not only 
skews performance metrics but also results in wasted marketing spend and poor-quality 
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leads. Research shows that in certain industries, conversion fraud can account for up to 
20% of reported conversions [8]. 
 

D. Affiliate Fraud: In affiliate marketing, fraudsters exploit the commission-based model 
by generating fake leads or sales to earn commissions. Common tactics include cookie 
stuffing, where multiple affiliate cookies are placed on a user's browser without their 
knowledge, and lead stuffing, where fraudulent or low-quality leads are submitted to 
earn payouts. The complex nature of affiliate networks and multiple intermediaries 
involved makes them particularly vulnerable to such tactics. In 2019, the affiliate 
marketing industry reported that approximately 12% of all transactions were affected by 
affiliate fraud [9]. 

 
 
III. ADVANCED FRAUD MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES  
To combat ad fraud effectively, advertisers must deploy advanced techniques or partner with 
ad networks and demand-side platforms (DSPs) that use sophisticated tools designed to detect 
and mitigate fraudulent activities in real-time: 

A. Machine Learning and AI: Machine learning algorithms are at the forefront of modern 
ad fraud detection. These algorithms analyze vast amounts of data to identify patterns 
and anomalies indicative of fraudulent activities. For example, a sudden surge in clicks 
from a single IP address or an unusual spike in impressions within a short timeframe 
could suggest fraud. Machine learning models, trained on historical data, can recognize 
known fraud patterns and adapt to new techniques as they emerge. Major ad tech 
companies, such as Integral Ad Science, DoubleVerify, Moat, and White Ops, offer 
robust machine learning-based solutions that detect and prevent ad fraud. According to 
a 2019 study, machine learning models improved fraud detection accuracy by 30% and 
reduced false positives by 20% [10]. 
Example:DoubleVerify, a leading ad verification provider, uses machine learning 
algorithms to monitor billions of data points across digital ad campaigns, enabling real-
time detection of abnormal patterns that indicate fraudulent activity. 

 
Figure 4. Estimated ad fraud money saved through machine learning solutions ($billions) 

(TrafficGuard) 
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B. Behavioral Analysis: Behavioral analysis is a crucial component in detecting 
sophisticated bots that mimic human behavior. By analyzing user behavior patterns—
such as mouse movements, scrolling habits, typing speed, and time spent on a page—
these tools can effectively differentiate between genuine users and bots. Tools like 
Mouseflow and FullSession help track these behavioral metrics to identify potential 
fraud. For instance, bots may exhibit repetitive clicking patterns or erratic scrolling 
behavior that deviates from normal human actions. Behavioral analysis tools have been 
shown to detect up to 95% of sophisticated bot traffic in some cases [9]. 
Example: Moat by Oracle uses advanced behavioral analysis techniques to identify 
anomalies in user interactions, such as abnormal click frequencies or erratic mouse 
movements, which are indicative of bot activity. 

 

 
Figure 5. Average ad spend vs fraud by region (TrafficGuard and Juniper Research) 

 
C. Real-Time Data Processing: Real-time data processing enables fraud management tools 

to analyze traffic as it flows through the ad server, allowing for immediate detection and 
blocking of fraudulent activities. Companies like DoubleVerify offer pre-bid filters for 
private marketplace activity, which can screen for fraudulent traffic before an ad is even 
served. This proactive approach prevents fraud from affecting campaign performance 
and ensures advertisers only pay for genuine interactions. For instance, real-time fraud 
detection tools have reduced fraud by 35% across multiple ad networks [6]. More 
information on this can be found in DoubleVerify's resource on pre-bid filters for private 
marketplace activity. 
 

D. Continuous Improvement and Adaptation: The effectiveness of fraud management 
tools depends on their ability to continuously adapt to new and evolving fraud 
techniques. Advertisers and networks must regularly update their detection algorithms 
and collaborate with industry experts to stay ahead of emerging threats. Integrating real-
time data feeds, threat intelligence, and machine learning enhancements are critical to 
maintaining a robust defense against ad fraud.Example: White Ops, a cybersecurity firm 
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specializing in ad fraud detection, frequently updates its fraud prevention algorithms 
based on the latest insights from its global network of partners. 

 
IV. INTEGRATION INTO THE AD SERVING PROCESS 
Integrating fraud management tools directly into the ad-serving process involves embedding 
detection capabilities into the ad server, enabling continuous monitoring and intervention: 

A. Seamless Integration: Effective integration requires close collaboration between ad tech 
providers, fraud detection companies, and advertisers to ensure that fraud management 
tools are compatible with existing ad server architectures. This integration allows for the 
smooth operation of fraud detection without disrupting the ad delivery process. For 
example, integrating these tools at both the pre-bid and post-bid stages ensures 
comprehensive fraud prevention across the entire ad-serving cycle [6]. 
 

B. Continuous Monitoring: Once integrated, these tools must operate continuously, 
monitoring various data points, including user behavior, IP addresses, device types, and 
geographical locations. Continuous monitoring helps identify anomalies that may 
indicate fraudulent activity, such as an unusually high click rate from a single source or 
traffic originating from known botnets [7]. This ongoing vigilance is critical for adapting 
to new fraud tactics as they evolve. 

 
C. Automated Decision-Making: Automation is a key benefit of integrating fraud 

management tools into the ad-serving process. When potential fraud is detected, the 
system can automatically block suspicious traffic, preventing the ad from being served. 
This automated decision-making reduces the need for manual intervention, speeds up 
response times, and enhances the efficiency of fraud prevention efforts [6]. For instance, 
automated filters can immediately exclude traffic from blacklisted IP addresses or 
known fraudulent domains. 

 
D. Reporting and Analysis: Integrated fraud management tools provide detailed reports 

and analytics that offer insights into the types of fraud detected, the volume of 
fraudulent traffic blocked, and the overall effectiveness of the fraud prevention 
measures. These reports help advertisers refine their strategies and improve campaign 
performance by highlighting areas of vulnerability and optimizing targeting practices 
[7]. Regular reporting also fosters transparency, enabling advertisers to validate the 
efficacy of their ad spend. 
Example: Integral Ad Science offers comprehensive reporting that breaks down detected 
fraudulent activity by type, source, and impact, helping advertisers fine-tune their 
campaigns for better results. 

 
 

V. BENEFITS OF INTEGRATING FRAUD MANAGEMENT TOOLS 
A. Enhanced Campaign Performance: By ensuring that ads are only served to genuine human 
users, fraud management tools help advertisers achieve more accurate performance metrics. 
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Real-time fraud detection algorithms have demonstrated a 35% reduction in fraudulent 
activities across multiple ad networks [6]. 
B. Increased Trust and Transparency: The proactive approach to fraud detection fosters greater 
trust between advertisers and networks, ensuring that advertisers receive the true value of their 
investment [7]. 
C. Cost Efficiency: Preventing ad fraud translates directly into cost savings. By blocking 
fraudulent clicks, impressions, and conversions, advertisers avoid wasting their budget on fake 
engagements [7]. 
D. Improved Brand Safety: Fraud management tools help protect brand safety by preventing 
ads from being served on fraudulent or low-quality sites, thereby maintaining a positive brand 
image [7]. 
E. Regulatory Compliance: Adhering to data privacy regulations like GDPR and CCPA is 
essential. Integrating fraud management tools helps advertisers stay compliant by ensuring that 
advertising practices adhere to legal standards, reducing the risk of penalties and enhancing 
consumer trust [7]. 

 
 
VI. CHALLENGES AND CONSIDERATIONS 
A. Complexity and Costs: Implementing fraud management tools can be complex and 
expensive, especially for smaller advertisers or networks. The integration process requires 
significant investment in technology, infrastructure, and expertise. Moreover, maintaining these 
tools and keeping them up-to-date with the latest fraud detection techniques necessitates 
ongoing resources [7]. 
B. False Positives: Automated fraud detection tools can sometimes flag legitimate traffic as 
fraudulent, leading to lost opportunities for engagement. Fine-tuning algorithms and 
implementing feedback loops to review flagged traffic periodically can help minimize false 
positives [6]. 
C. Balancing Fraud Prevention with User Experience: Some fraud management tools may 
introduce friction in the user experience, such as CAPTCHA challenges or multi-factor 
authentication. Advertisers must balance robust fraud prevention with a seamless user 
experience to avoid negatively impacting engagement [7]. 
D. Adapting to Evolving Fraud Techniques: Fraudsters continually develop new methods to 
bypass detection systems, requiring fraud management tools to adapt and evolve. Regular 
updates, threat intelligence, and industry collaboration are essential to staying ahead of 
emerging fraud tactics [7]. 
E. Integration and Scalability: Ensuring that fraud management tools are compatible with all 
aspects of the ad-serving process and scalable to handle large volumes of data without 
compromising performance is critical [7]. 
F. Data Privacy and Compliance: With increasing focus on data privacy, advertisers must 
ensure that their fraud management practices comply with relevant regulations. This includes 
obtaining user consent for data collection, anonymizing sensitive information, and maintaining 
transparent data policies [6]. 
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VII. CONCLUSION 
1. Ad Fraud Mitigation: Advertisers must integrate fraud management tools to ensure that ads 
are viewed by real humans, thereby maximizing the effectiveness of their campaigns. 
2. Technology Utilization: Fraud detection technologies like AI and blockchain should be 
leveraged to detect fraudulent activities early. 
3. Collaboration: Cooperation between advertisers, platforms, and fraud detection agencies is 
key to ensuring transparency and minimizing ad fraud. 
4. Continuous Monitoring: Regular monitoring and optimization of ad campaigns can ensure 
sustained results and minimize future fraudulent activity. 
5. Regulatory Compliance: Advertisers need to ensure compliance with legal frameworks 
regarding ad fraud and consumer privacy to protect brand integrity. 
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